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A. CARE Overview

History
The Committee of Age-Reading Experts, CARE, is a subcommittee of the Canada-USA Groundfish Committee’s Technical Subcommittee charged with the task to develop and apply standardized age determination criteria and techniques and operating within the Terms of Reference approved by the TSC in 1986 and the CARE Charter developed in 2000 and approved by the CARE in 2004.

CARE Workshop
CARE meets biennially at the “CARE Workshop” with workshops typically comprising a “business” day and generally 1.5 days for hands-on calibration at microscopes to review and standardize age reading criteria. The last biennial CARE Workshop was held April 18-20, 2006. There was no meeting held in 2007. The next CARE workshop is scheduled for April 1-3, 2008, hosted by and to be held at the CDFO’s Pacific Biological Station. 
Report Period

This report covers the work period January 1 – December 31, 2007. However, to promote timely reporting of work and recommendations occurring during the recent CARE workshop (April 2008), a separate Executive Summary of the 2008 CARE workshop is included in Appendix I. 

B. CARE Subcommittee (Working Group) Reports

1. CARE Manual/Glossary Committee-MacLellan, Goetz, Munk

The Manual/Glossary working group members develop age reading chapter sections or definitions for age-reading terms suggested by CARE members, which are subsequently approved by CARE members and added to the CARE Manual/Glossary. 
There is nothing new to report for calendar year 2007. All work was mostly completed in 2006 and previously reported in the CARE 2006 Committee Report to the TSC.   
2. CARE Website – Anderl, Short (webmaster)

The CARE website working group administers to the appearance, operation, and access to the site, through the cooperation of the PSMFC website and webmaster. The CARE web page is located at http://www.psmfc.org/care/.  
2.1 Substantial work was completed on the CARE website. Updates (manual, etc) and edits were routinely made. 

2.2 A “content management system” (CMS) was installed to facilitate “freshness” of the website and archive-ability of information. Content is separate from design. The CMS software which was used, called “JOOMLA”, is freeware.
C. CARE Agency Structure Exchanges

Age structure exchanges periodically occur to assess calibration among age-reading facilities, following which specimens with widely varying age estimates are reviewed and discussed. Exchanges are tracked by the CARE vice-chair. Data from exchanges are available upon request of the originator of the sample. 

There were 6 age structure exchanges initiated in 2007. Species exchanged were sablefish, lingcod (fin rays), vermillion rockfish, and hake. An updated summary of these and other age structure exchanges made from 2006 thru 2008 are covered in Appendix I – Executive Summary, Table 2. 
F. Recommendations CARE ~ TSC
CARE did not initiate any new recommendations because CARE did not convene a business meeting in 2007. The below lists new recommendations made by the TSC to CARE and also previous recommendations pending.
1. 2007 Recommendations
1.1. TSC to CARE 
1.1.1. “The TSC will rely on fishery managers and stock assessment authors to interact directly with their ageing lab supervisors to communicate with CARE for ageing exchanges. TSC appreciates the work of CARE and recognizes that a direct link between the assessment biologist and the ageing lab is the most efficient means of requesting species ageing exchanges.”
1.2. CARE to TSC (na)
1.3. CARE to CARE (na)

2. 2006 Recommendations

2.1. TSC to CARE (none made) 
2.2. CARE to TSC 
2.2.1. The biennial CARE meetings have been held traditionally at the Seattle NMFS-AFSC facilities.  The Pacific Biological Station (PBS), Nanaimo representatives offered to host the 2008 CARE meeting.  Two reasons were given for this proposed departure.  First, this invitation coincides with the PBS 100th anniversary (1908-2008).  Second, agency travel policies can prohibit age readers from different participating agencies and labs to attend the CARE meeting at the Seattle AFSC facilities.  The CARE requests TSC members to support this recommendation and encourage travel funding.  This rotation will allow PBS to share in the hosting responsibilities and for greater CARE participation among their personnel.   It would also appropriately acknowledge PBS’s substantial contributions to the field of fish age and growth.
2.3. CARE to CARE 

2.3.1. The CARE Age Structure Exchange (CASE) table presently identifies inter-agency exchanges occurring on species of interest to the TSC, or other inter-agency calibrations as needed. CARE recommends to itself to modify the CASE table and process. We will continue to track structure exchanges per the CARE Charter, however, we will drop precision test results from the CASE table. We will develop a CASE invoice, accessible on the CARE website. Upon initiating an exchange, the originating agency will contact the CASE coordinator for an exchange id. number. The originating agency will conduct the exchange, fill out all information in the CASE invoice, and submit it to the CASE coordinator upon its completion. . The CASE coordinator or designee will update the website to allow linked access within the CASE table. Inclusion of precision statistics is optional.
2.3.2. CARE recommends making changes to the Summary of Age Reading Method, regarding format and information included.  The current table info will be split into two tables; one to include “Methods” information (agency, species, method, validation, area, structure, validation & validation citation).  The method, validation and citation columns would provide anecdotal information that will be updated.  The method column would include all methods used historically or currently and provide dates when methods were adopted.  The validation column would indicate method and extent (e.g. all ages, up to age 30, longevity) and the validation citation column would indicate dates and contact.  The new 2nd table would include agency, species, calendar year and number of fish per species aged.  Total fish and total species aged would be calculated.  Numbers of reader involved per calendar year for all fish aged will also be included.  It is recommended that this data would reside on the website and that a small relational database would house the data.  A mechanism would be developed to query the database to assess the breadth and depth of expertise for species by agency for all species aged.  Development of database will be in small steps. The Vice-chair will be responsible for updating both tables on an annual basis.”
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